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The members of the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company are pleased to offer our 2025 Annual Report. Our volunteers take 

pride in the service they provide to our Whitemarsh Township Community and beyond. In 2025, the Fire Company celebrated 

its 110th Anniversary, and just like every year before, service, dedication, and commitment never wavered. 

There are many benefits to being a volunteer at the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company. These include property tax credits, 

free training, free gear, and most importantlyé. A lifelong opportunity to serve your neighbors and your community.

Will you consider joining our family?  

Our volunteers remain focused on the future of the fire service in Whitemarsh. There is so much excitement on the horizon as 

we continue to advance professionally, for you, Whitemarsh! We are thankful for your continuing support for our Volunteers. 

We look forward to our ongoing partnership to make Whitemarsh a fire-safe place to live, work, and play!
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The Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company will celebrate its 111th year of 

serving Whitemarsh Township in 2026. I am honored to have served as the 

longest-tenured President for the past 12 years. Thank you to the Board of 

Trustees and members of the fire company who have supported me over 

the years.

I would like to thank the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors for 

its continued support of the Emergency Services and for allowing us to 

serve the Whitemarsh Township community.

I appreciate the residents of Whitemarsh for supporting ourannualfund 

drive and our  Reaching New Heights campaign for our new Tower 

Ladder truck, which will be coming to Whitemarsh later this year.

I hope everyone has a safe, happy 2026.

Renard Rose - President
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111 years ago, not far from where the Firehouse is located, visionaries met to 

create the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company in response to a barn fire in the 

community. Today, our leadership team remains focused on the future, 

evaluating todayôs service, and envisioning the future fire service for our 

residents. 

We are in a positive operational position, constantly challenging members to 

achieve new successes, expanding support services for our EMS partners, and 

demanding that we maintain our professional image at all times, at all costs.  

We will not waver. Our commitment to serving OUR Whitemarsh Township 

Community remains steadfast. There is something special at Barren Hill. 

Consider stopping by to check us out, join our team; guaranteed, there will be 

no regrets. We have a place for everyone!

Wishing a healthy, happy, and fire-safe 2026

Chris Schwartz ~ Fire Chief
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The Board of Trustees is the fiscal steward of the fire company, maintaining a fiscally 

conservative balance with the daily operational requirements of managing the 

organizationôs business. With more than 120 years of service to Whitemarsh Township, 

these volunteers ensure that the short- and long-range plans are funded responsibly. 

This responsibility is not taken lightly, as our Board of Trustees recognizes that our 

financial support and funding is because of you; OUR Friends, OUR Neighbors, OUR 

Community.

The cost of operating a fire company has increased exponentially in the last decade.  

Check out our Reaching New Heights Campaign later in this report for just one 

example of the increased expenses that we are plagued with.  

The Whitemarsh Township Fire Tax and Municipal allocation do not fully fund the fire 

service.  Annually, we rely on grants, rental income from our property and our hall, 

and your generosity to meet our budgetary obligations. 

Your financial support and generosity are paramount to meeting our financial goals. 

THANK YOU, Whitemarsh!
On Behalf of the Board of Trustees

Shel Klein ï Board of Trustees, Chair
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Mission

Vision

The mission of the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company is to provide Fire and Rescue 

Services to Whitemarsh Township and surrounding communities in a safe, effective, 

efficient, and professional manner.  

The vision of the Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company is to maintain our commitment 

to providing professional Fire & Rescue Services to Whitemarsh Township and the 

surrounding communities while evolving with the ever-changing physical and 

technological demands of the Fire Service in a humble, proud, and transparent manner.  



BARREN HILL VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
Our Core Values

PRIDE ~ HONOR ~ COURAGE ~ INTEGRITY ~ SERVICE ~ TRADITION ~ RESPECT ~ ACCOUNTABILITY

Proudly Serving Whitemarsh Township and the Surrounding Communities since 1915 

Respect - Accepting our Community, our Volunteers and our Staff for 

who they are, what we represent and the unique talents each has to 

offer

Courage - Strength to be a Volunteer for our Community and face 

opposition head-on in our daily operations and service to the 

Community

Pride - The opportunity to be part of and uphold the legacy of the 

Barren Hill Volunteer Fire Company and the Fire Service

Integrity - Being honest and possessing strong moral principles; 

doing what is right even when no one is looking

Honor - Adherence to what is right, honesty and respect in our 

actions and behaviors at all times in our service to the Community

Tradition - Upholding the legacy, beliefs, and ideals of those who 

came before us, who cleared the path for success

Service - Performance and Duty, regardless of day or night, and 

without  question to our Community

Accountability - Maintaining the high moral, ethical, and 

operational standards and expectations of our Community and the 

Fire Service

These core values are the principles and characteristics that our volunteers demonstrate, not just in 

their volunteering, but in their daily lives.
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Fire Chief Chris Schwartz Deputy Chief Renard Rose Assistant Chief Scott Yoder Battalion Chief Bucky Swider

Captain Jamie Viall Captain Shaun Maher Safety Officer Tim Tygh Fire Police Captain Scott Rotenbury
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Fire Chief Chris Schwartz has led the operations team 

since 2008. The team has remained largely the same 

throughout the tenure. The leadership team has a combined 

255 years of service to Whitemarsh Township and the 

surrounding Communities. 

Fire Chief Chris Schwartz  28 Years of Service

Deputy Chief Renard Rose  27 Years of Service

Assistant Chief Scott Yoder  31 Years of Service

Battalion Chief Joseph ñBuckyò Swider 29 Years of Service

Captain Jamie Viall   23 Years of Service

Captain Shaun Maher   26 Years of Service

Lieutenant Jon Walker*    5 Years of Service

Lieutenant Derek Hines    5 Years of Service

Lieutenant (Officer Development Position ï Rotating)

Safety Officer Tim Tygh*  24 Years of Service

Chief Engineer Jake Frye*    6 Years of Service

Fire Police Captain Scott Rotenbury 51 Years of Service

(*Decades of additional fire service experience with other agencies)
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President Renard Rose Vice President Bucky Swider

Treasurer Cameron Smith Secretary Semeion Hall

Shel Klein - Chair

Scott Yoder - TrusteeMike Gaffney - Trustee

Prakash Bhuyan - Trustee

Jon Walker - Trustee

Jamie Viall - Trustee

Shaun Maher - Trustee
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Administrative Officers

President 

Renard Rose                27 Years of Service

Vice President 

Joseph ñBuckyò Swider               29 Years of Service

Secretary 

Grant Atherholt                                    4 Years of Service

Treasurer 

Cameron Smith                                 35 Years of Service

Board of Trustees

Chairman Shel Klein                 35 Years of Service

Prakash Bhuyan                 11 Years of Service

Mike Gaffney                 27 Years of Service

Shaun Maher                 26 Years of Service

Jamie Viall                  23 Years of Service

Jon Walker                            5 Years of Service*

Scott Yoder                                31 Years of Service
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2025 brought 12 new members to our family.  From all walks of life, young and experienced, and from all 

different neighborhoods. Our new volunteers are willing and eager to serve their community. All of the new 

members of our family share the same character trait: a strong desire to volunteer.

Check out www.barrenhill.com/volunteer for more information on joining our family!

Gilbert Benjamin (FIRE POLICE)

Zaire Daniels (FIREFIGHTER)

Brad Green (FIREFIGHTER)

Jack Henry (FIREFIGHTER)

Ricky Hicks (FIRE POLICE)

Brett Keenan (FIREFIGHTER)

Fran McCusker (FIREFIGHTER)

Cassius Robinson (JR FIREFIGHTER)

Hamza Robinson (FIREFIGHTER)

Chris Rosanova ( JR FIREFIGHTER)

Robert Schiantabasti (FIRE POLICE)

Jim Williamson (FIREFIGHTER)
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Calls for Service________________________________________________604

Midnight Calls__________________________________________________66

Weekly Training Exercises________________________________________50

Special Services________________________________________________105

Fire Police Callouts______________________________________________44

Fire Officer Investigations________________________________________16

Company Business Meetings______________________________________12

Board of Trustees Meetings_______________________________________12
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10-Year Comparison of 

Calls for Service at BHVFC
  

Volunteers responded to 604 calls 

for service in 2025. This represents 

a 1.8% increase in call volume 

from the prior year. We attribute 

the increase to our communityôs 

growing needs. 
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Calls for service are broken down 

into six (6) categories.  Building 

Fires, Non-Building Fires, Rescues, 

EMS Assists, Alarm Systems, and all 

Others. Alarm system responses 

account for the highest percentage.  

Fire alarms may be activated for 

legitimate reasons, such as smoke 

from various sources, or non-

legitimate reasons, such as a system 

malfunction.  Like most utility and 

mechanical systems in a residence 

or business, it is a good practice to 

have your alarm system serviced 

annually.  
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Fire Police provide traffic and crowd control on 

emergency scenes or special events.  BHVFCôs Fire 

Police not only participate in local events but also 

provide support to many of the areaôs Fire Police Units. 

No experience is required.  We will train you, provide 

safety equipment, and make you a part of our teamé 

all at no cost to you!
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The Fire Police Unit is 

dispatched with the fire 

company on all calls for 

service.  However, there are 

times when they are 

dispatched independently or 

attend a Fire Police ONLY 

event in which the rest of the 

fire company does not 

participate.  This chart shows 

the annual number of events to 

which the Fire Police are 

called without a full fire 

company response.0
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Box System

A ñBOX SYSTEMò is a 

dispatch method that is 

designed to allow the closest 

available resources to 

respond to an emergency 

scene.  Each ñboxò has a 

unique dispatch list of the 

closest resources, selected 

based on distance and 

response needs. BHVFCôs 

response district contains 

thirteen (13) boxes. Within 

each box, certain addresses 

are identified as ñtarget 

hazards.ò A target hazard is 

a location that requires 

special considerations for 

firefighting operations due 

to occupancy, hazardous 

materials, or other similar 

factors.
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